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Senior Seminar in Criminology
Q1)   What is Criminology?
Read the material posted on Blackboard, especially for week one and week two.
a) What subjects and issues do criminologists study?
Cite 3 examples from the readings.
Criminology entails the study of law, crime, and the behavior at which the occurrence of crimes does happen. The law enables the criminologists to join dots on how the behavior patterns of these crimes do occur and from this understanding, they can extract a solution or a motive behind the occurrences. Most crimes are influenced by the social-cultural environments and the level of social-economic perspective at which they are related.
The study of criminology covers a wide area of crime and justice and it contains the following subjects and issues; law and sociology. It involves the sociological factors behind the criminal’s motive. Factors such as mental history based on age have a way in which they are treated in the justice system. For example, reason people relate African-Americans to crimes. Secondly, Criminology and research. This entails the study of criminology with research that covers the grounds of crime. Criminologists can study, analyze, measure and derive related crimes with the current crimes to derive a conclusion. In this subject computer software and equipment are necessary for crime mapping. For example, Child abuse and assaults.  Also, juvenile misconduct subject. The study of juvenile programs has taken criminology to another level in that, adults and juveniles should have different sentences and penalties despite having related criminal acts. The subject studies the behavior of a juvenile and draws the necessary conclusions on their thinking. Their behavior mostly is related to the way they are raised. For example, teen's behavior during the adolescence stage (Henggeler, 2016).

b) What does “objectivity” mean in criminological research?
Give an example of the importance of objectivity when studying the police.
Criminal justice mostly deals with evidence and less of the truth. Every person can have a different opinion that seems like truth but the evidence differentiates all there is to argue about. Objectivity entails the factual that makes cases to look professional before the judge in the court of law. Police are advised to always submit reports that are factual to enable them to have clear information in case the case reoccurs again after a long time. Sometimes remembrance can be a problem especially if an officer has dealt with lots of crimes and to make it easier when testifying, a good objective report is necessary. For example; instead of writing Andrew was disrespectful, the officer could write, Andrew said,” if you are well trained, we should be done with the arresting count by now and you go home to your beautiful wife officer”

c)  How does criminology differ from common sense and personal opinions about the crime problem, such as what is said in everyday discussions between friends?
     Suppose a friend says, “In my opinion, the NYPD should get tougher on marihuana smokers in order to reduce fights among teenagers!”   What would a criminologist say?

Authorities have rules and laws governing the behavior of people in the society and when they are breached it becomes a crime. Every locality has a way of defining crime and the necessary actions that should be taken to make sure such occurrences never happen again. But to eliminate the opinion of different locality, the authority forms a common set of rules that govern every individual in that society and this prevents even more crimes from happening based on people's opinion. Solving a crime from people's opinion mostly serves as revenge and not the desired justice.
On the marijuana opinion, the criminologist would try an understand the root as to why these teens have resulted to smoking since every act is derived by a choice is the person in their rightful minds. The results may be the negative peer pressure and counseling them would solve it all.
d) In general, how does criminology differ from criminal justice, in terms of the questions and issues they try to answer?
Then apply this framework to the problem of hate crimes directed at Asian-Americans.
Pose two criminal justice questions about hate crimes directed at Asian-Americans (don’t try to answer them).
Pose two criminological questions about hate crimes directed at Asian-Americans (don’t try to answer them).

Criminology tries to study the crime based on the reasons and motives behind its occurrence while criminal justice responds to the already or yet to be committed crimes by enforcing laws and punish a criminal who is either directly or indirectly involved.
The hate crimes involve murder, assaults, physical violence, rape, racism, and threats of the Asian-Americans living in the United States (Lalić, 2016). Criminal justice can pose two questions that are; is it not the right of every citizen to report a violent threat to the police while they feel comfortable? How do citizens feel when the police do not serve and protect as they should be? Criminology on the other hand can pose two questions that are; why should people be judged based on their skin color? Why are immigrants seen as a threat to the citizens?

Q2) How Criminologists Investigate Claims to See If They Are Backed by Evidence
a) Briefly explain how data-gathering in criminology can resemble evidence-collecting by detectives? 
 	Crime forensics have skills in crime scene management and their professional experiences play an important role in solving the majority of the crimes happening every day. Detectives have to work hand in hand with forensics to draw a conclusion on the possibility of the crime occurrences and have a clear picture of the criminal motives and crime pattern. The gathering of data by criminologists through a process of note-taking, security of the crime scenes, management, and evaluation of the evidence provides a deliberate consideration in a court of law. Crime photographs and exhibits left behind by the criminal helps in the analysis of the crime and most important the testimony of the witness helps solve it easily. The work of following up a crime is left to detectives while the criminologist work with the collected evidence to paint a clear picture of the criminal’s mind-set.
b) What is similar, and what is different between a criminal investigation and a criminological investigation?
 	They both deal with a similar key goal which is enforcement of the law. However, they carry some differences in that, criminology investigations do not dwell much on the actual crime but try to understand how and why it happened and this enables criminologists to solve related crimes that were unsolved in the past and similar future crimes that might occur. Criminal investigation functions after a crime have been committed and move to all scales to make sure the criminal is arrested and charged in the court. It covers all the grounds of a country’s justice system.
c) What is the specific claim, and what does the evidence show, according to this article (in which the journalists carried out a criminological analysis)?
 The claim focus on the increased rate of the gun violation through shootings. Since the beginning of the pandemic, there has been a drastic increase in the crime rates since the jails cannot accommodate more criminals awaiting court aligning due to social distancing as per the health precautions. This is also contributed by the slow justice system due to the closure of courts.  It has resulted in the increased number of criminals in the streets who would otherwise be in jail serving their sentence. The evidence shows that there have been 234 incidences involving 291 victims in four weeks according to the NYPD. This number adds up to 200 percent when compared to the same incidences in previous years (Craig, 2020). The Mayor blames the virus for these shootings and he beliefs that once the pandemic is over these crimes will reduce since the economy will have stabilized (Alan,2020).
d) What is the claim, and what does the evidence show, according to this article (in which the journalists carried out a criminological analysis)?
The claim focuses on the increased rate of gun violence from the bail reforms in the justice system. Even though the criminal justice emphasized on insufficient relation between bail reforms and gun violence, reports from NYPD proves differently. NYPD states that by June 30th there were 528 shootings and this number related to a 46% increase compared to June 2019 (Craig, 2020). Of the criminals who have been released from jail through bails due to the increased rate of the pandemic infection rate, 0.3% of them have been involved in shootings. Furthermore, the chief of Crime control strategies stated that 28% of the shooting arrests have been made and this is a good number to rely on and they pursue the other percentage (Alan,2020). The mayor insisted on the blame of the shootings to be upon the virus in that, almost 2,000 people who were jailed due to gun violence have been released to await trial and this gives their crew member the confidence to carry out more crimes since they will still walk free after they are arrested.
Q4) some controversies surrounding 
[bookmark: _GoBack]       Miscarriages of justice
Suppose a friend says to you,
 “The criminal justice system hardly ever makes any mistakes. So when convicts claim that “You got the wrong guy! I am innocent!” they are just lying.”
As a graduating senior who has majored in criminology, tell your friend the answers to these questions:
a) Define what is miscarriage of justice means and use this NYC case from a few weeks ago to illustrate the definition:
Everyday people get convicted and punished for crimes they never committed. Some even serve decades of years in jail and when this occurs, it is entailed as a miscarriage of justice. Miscarriage of justice occurs through fake evidence and testimonies or being in the wrong place at the wrong time when a crime occurs. The guilty person goes free as the court deals much with the evidence and not the truth behind it. The case of the three New York men who were convicted for 24years on a crime they did not commit is a clear illustration of a miscarriage of injustice (Troy,2021). The criminal justice failed to carry a thorough case study when the crime occurred and they ‘threw away the case, hiding some useful evidence, and this costed 24years of innocent men. Where there is a miscarriage of justice, individual constitutional rights are violated and this is an act of crime as per the constitutional rights.
b) What kinds of research questions would criminologists ask about “miscarriages of justice?” (hint: think about the participation assignment)

Criminologists would like to know the reason and motive behind any miscarriage of justice occurrence in the country. Their evaluation of the evidence could bring out a clear picture of why the police failed to forward a clear report that was objective before the court and this could have proven the innocence of the three men according to the case above. Criminologists can raise questions such as; is criminal justice a fair platform for convicted criminals? Based on the various miscarriage of justice, could citizens still have faith in the justice system?
c) What are the major causes or reasons for wrongful convictions?
Wrongful convictions do happen everywhere despite the evidence being straight. The main causes or reasons behind it are; mistaken witness identity. Witness testimony stands at a higher rate of solving crimes before the jury and when the wrong identity occurs it is hard to fight the testimony unless there is other strong physical evidence to prove it (Norris, 2019). In addition to this, false evidence from forensics has also led to wrongful convictions. Modern technology has led to solving crimes perfectly due to DNA testing and this has reduced the number of wrongful convictions.
d) What kinds of changes or reforms might reduce the chances of the criminal justice system making a terrible mistake? 
Reforms are meant to mend criminal justice to executing the rightful sentences. Such reforms include; drug policy. Regulating the drug policy for users and criminals such as imprisonment without race consideration could save a lot of resources that are wasted convicting the wrong people (Norris, 2019). Also, eliminating police brutality. This could make a strong relationship between the police and individual and this would empower the public to work with the law enforcers to solve crimes hence reducing the number of people who are convicted for crimes they never committed.
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